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CAMsays good-byetoLoyd

From the first organi zing days through thenext 2 7-plus
years, Loyd Ellison, member #61, was an integral part of
Combat Air Museum. Everyday was Lovd’s day at CAM,
When Loyd passed away on Sunday, August 17, welosta
wonderful, loval fiend and commitied memberand volunteer.
Andalthough the oldest registeron hand shows Loyd as#61, - ;
hewasamongthe group of founders of the Museum, originally Loyd with his masterpiece, the LIC-61K
known as Yesterday s Air Force, Kansas Wing

Loyd workedon moreprojectsthan wecould keeptrack  guests; always working hard to improve
of, Healways had a project going. many known, othersjust  CAM. Thiswas hisprideandjoy. AndLovd
simply done. Then there were the countless times Loyd set  was our pride and joy. We have all been
aside hiswork to help someone else onanotherproject. Lovd  madebetter knowing Lovd Ellison, From his
was a master machinist and master mechanic years at Ellison’s garage through these past

TheFairchild UC-61K Forwarderwashisfinest project.  years at CAM, Lovd was hard working,
This was a basket case collection of pieces and parts that  dedicated to his tasks, and committed to
maybe only Loyd could seeasbeingairbome again. Hestarted  excellencein everything he attempted
work onthe planein 1990. Tenyears and over 14,000 man- We shall miss Loyd very, very much.
hourslater, weall saw the Fairchild fly on July 22, 2000 Ttwas ~ Thank you, kind sir, for the memories. %
amagnificent sightwatching Lovd seehis aircraftaloft that day
atForbesField.

Other recent notable

worksincledethe RepublicF- PP e
84F and the 1941 Dodge  cwand Renewing Supporters -

Ambulance, also a basket Fisitors
case, whichislargely finished, Volunteers add a storage shed 5

and was the final project Loyd Dctober s Novasibar Eulendir o lvid: 3
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Visitors

During July
the Museum had
1,419 visitors
from 38 states
and
Australia
Chile
Czech Republic
Denmark
Germany
Great Britain
Japan
Mexico
New Zealand
Morway
Sweden
Swatzerland

During August
we had
1.141 visitors
from 39 states
and
Germany
Great Britain
Metherlands
Seotland
Venernela
- . +

"Letters from Korea," continued from PaEHSr

{orwith George James), and he should keep me & vou posted of any significant changes
in the car situation. This steel strike should onky mise the prce about 350,

I have cancelled my insurance (carhas of 12 April 52, and today will notify e

Magazine and Book of the Motk Club of my change of address. That should just about
squarc all my affairs away. both persomal & business.

It loeks like we shoubd have a good tour over there; the weather is best abonl now.

Love, Johnny

and the action is nol too heavy. Natarally, Tshall ask many questions before and during
my hops with the experienced men (and all of my hops for the first 3 months will be led
by men who v been there for quite awhile), Tbelicve 'l keep a log of my combat hops.
too. Rome fun, eh? Well, 1'lFwrite aeainwhen [ get senled inkores. That will be in about
oneweek.

To be continued in the next 1ssue ol Plane Talk



Volunteers add
astorageshed

Throughout this summer, a
projecttook place tocreate a space
for the Museum’s lawn mowers, =
weed whackers, and other various L
grounds maintenance equipment i
There was a real need fora place to
put this equipment, as, for several
years, equipment was parked and
stowed justoutside thenorthendof  apove: the new grounds maintenence
the workshop inside Hangar 604  shed on June 13,
and alongside the UH-1M Huey Below: The M&A (Martin & Amos)
helicopter north of the workshop,  Motor Pool on September 10,
Inourcontinuing efforts tocleanup
604 asanexhibitarea, we needed to come up with amore suitable place for the
grounds equipment. Key planners, managersand buildersofthe new equipment
shed were Martin Moyer and Amos Page.

Anexisting fenced-in area onthe south side of Hangar 604 was the chosen
spotforthenew shed. A concreteslabinside the fenceused tohavethreelarge
transformersonit. The site wasratherideal, as the fence provided security for
the building and the concrete slab would serve as foundation for storage lockers,
Thesouthwall of the hangar served asthenorth wall ofthe building. Using Martin
and Amaos’ input, Dave Houser drew out some plans of the proposed building.

The work started in June with holes being dug for support posts, which
were cemented into the holes. From there, work progressed through the
sumnmer building the structure. Alongthe way, Martin and Amos pickedup help
from Gene Howerter and his grandson Phillip, Don Dawson, Dick Trupp,
Bob Crapser, and Dave Houser

October/November
Calendarof Events

October
Monday, October 13
Membership Luncheon
Jean Wanner Education
Conference Center (TWECC)
11:30a.m.
Thiswill be apotluck
luncheon

Saturday, October 25
Model Contest
Hangar&02
Sam.-2:30pm

November
Thereisno Membership
Luncheonin Movember.

Thenextluncheon is
Monday, December Sth.
Itwill bea potluck luncheon,

Thursday, November 27
Thanksgiving Day
The Museum isclosed.
+ . +

Theresulung bulding has room forall the grounds maintenance equipment, and incl udes a flammable liquids
locker for gasoline and motor and hydraulic oils. A set of shelves holds tools and smallerequipment. Racks were
installed on thenorth wall to hold garden hoses. A small loft provides storage of materials for grounds keeping and
other materials for the carpenter shop. Aspartofthe work, Martin and Amos relocated an old bus section used for

lumber storage from the west side of the new shed tothe east side.

Duning thefirstweek of September, Martin and Amosbuilta sliding door forthe shed, and oncethey and Dick

installedit, the projectwasessentially completed. Martin
and Amos arestill doing some trim around the structure,

N
butthemao s and oth olnds maint e equip-
u WETS an T gr maimtenance equif ﬂf Tﬂp&kﬂ

ment are now stowed in the new shed, It even hasa
name, thanks toa signboard provided by Dick — the“M
& A Motor Pool” (Martin and Amos Motor Pool).

Laird Moler Ford
23rd & Topeka TEE-235-5311
vwew, nallerfard.oom

Haoller Lincoln-Mercury-Mazda
2546 5, Kansas TRS-267-2800
werw nolbersabes com

Holler Automative on the Mall
We=t Ridge Mall 785-228-0812
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The D-Day and WWII historical sites of Normandy

Brian Meredith and his wife, Rebecea Martin,
visited Normandy last summer and plan to return for
the 60" Anmiversary of -Day. The following is the
conclusion of Briaw's article begun in the August
September issue of Plane Talk.

In Caenwe spent most ofa day at Le Memorial. a
peacemuseum andgarden. The museumisfirstrateand
has an excellent and touching film that shows Amencan,
British, and German troops preparing for theinvasion
and the ensuing battle for Normandy. The museum
includes exhibits up tothe present day, but weliked the
World War 11 exhibit much more than the post war
displays.

Tovisittheinvasion sites, werented a carin Caen
and spent a day driving along highway D-314. We
stopped at several invasion sites before stopping at
Granville forthenight. Highway D-314, anarmmow two-
lane road, winds its way along thecoast. There are many
examples of the hedgerow country along the highway.
Wevisited two British beaches, Gold and Juno. Wemet
aBritish couple that wasin Normandy looking for the
husband’s father’'s grave. We parked above
Arromanches to see the Mulberries and we walked
down to the town. The view from the parking area is
guitespectacular. If youhavetime, Arromanches might
beaniceplacetospend anight. Wevisited the American
cemetery above Omaha Beach and wewalked down to
the beach, The walk was quite steep. There wasalot
of vegetation that I am sure was not therein 1944, On
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my way backup the hill, Tfound a German bunker and
1 took toomany pictures ofit. Ourlast stopwas St Mere
Eglise where John Steeleofthe 101 Airbornelanded on
the church steeple. I had always wanted to see this
church ever since [ watched the movie “The Longest
Day."

This took usabout six hourstocomplete. Theonly
museum we visited was the Airborne Museum at St.
MereEglise. Wedid not stop at Utah Beach, Pontedu
Hoc, nor did we see the museums at Armromanches and
OmahaBeach

Bholas, clockwiss From uooer nght

Chmafie Seacl, Mormmand)y, France.

A paralrooper maniegu fangs rom e chorch roofm
St Mere Egiise.

A German Bunker Used 88 817 0BVersaion gL posiion
Fbove Omahs Beach,

Omahe Beach I0oxing fowand' enman umkers.
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I'was excited about visiting Normandy as part of
our trip. Thad notread anything onthe invasion in many
years, A yearortwoearler I pickedupCarloD'Este’s
"Decision in Normandy " from the bargain book table at
Hastings. This book is a comprehensive study of the
invasion and the battle for Normandy. The author
discussesall the controversies and highlights the tensions
among the Allies. At508 pagesit may betoo compre-
hensivefor some people. John Keegan's " Six Armiesin
Normandy," the other book I read before the trip, is
much shorter and Keeganisa very entertaining writer,

If'you are doing your own planning for yourtrip, I
suggest that vou buy Major and Mrs. Holt's "Battlefield
Guideto Normandy Landing Beaches." Youwill prob-
ably have to special order this book. It comes with
suggested tours and amap of the battlefield, with every
monument, museum and warrelic marked. [ook the
book on the trip with us

One of the best books that helped us get around
Europe was Rick Steves’ "Europe Through the Back
Door." Youmay have seen Steves' travel showby the
samenameon PBS. Thisbookisloaded with travel tips.
Itincludes everything from how to avoid being taken
advantage of to how to read a menu at a French
restaurant. Steves writes for people whodonot havea
lotof money tospend and whowant toreally experience
Europe. My wife and I adopted his philosophy. We
traveledlightand stayed atsmall hotels, [think itgreatly
added to our enjoyment of the trip.

Drivingin Normandy was remarkably easy, butitis
different than driving inthe United States. Inthe United
Statesthereare alot of signs telling you what road you
areon. InFrancetheroad signs deal with towns you are
heading to, not theroad on which you are driving. Ifound
this a bitannoying at first, but we adjusted. We made
sure that we knew the name of the next town on the road
we wanted tobeon. Following this strategy, we never
aotlost.

Thebest travel tip we got was toask “Bonjour, do
you speak English™ to a Frenchman before you start
talkingtothemim English. Youdonothavetomemorize
thisin French, unless vou want them to answer youin
French. Ifthe Frenchman says, " A little” you are home
free. Ifhesays, “No™ that means I could help you, but
itwould be work for me and right now I wantto takea
break. A friend of my wife, who lives in Grenoble,

France, saysthat Amencansmake the mistake of assum-
ing that everyone speaks English. Simply asking them if
they speak English and using one French word buys vou
alot of good will. We used this strategy and we found
the French tobe very easy to getalong with.

My wife and I enjoyed our trip to Europe somuch
that we cannot wait to go back. As school came toan
end this vearand the weather started to warm up, Lkept
remembering how much fun [ had last year raveling
around Europe. [hopethat vou considertaking atrip. 1
am surevouwill find itworthwhile,




Letters and mission logs from Korea

With this issne we begin o Series comialRing leliers and
combal mission lops written from South Korea in 1952 during
the Karcan War. Then 22-vear old Second Lieutenant Jokn
Walker Hatcher, US Marine Corps Reserve, wrote these. He
lew propeller-driven Voughr Corsair fighter-bombers in Ko-
el

Codomel John W, Hatcher s now retived and Ihding in
Leavermworth, K5 and iz a ietme mrember of CAM, JrJoriiar
2002, he domated a copy of hix “Mission Log & Letters From
Kovea— 19527 to the Musenm and recenily Save w8 pernission
to reproduce his (efters and mission records in Plane Talk. He
repraduce it heve from the oviginal fext.

Hesides his time 1 Kovea, the book alsa forches on s
mifitary fraining and flving career before and after Korea frem
1949 — 19710, aond his civilian fving caveer from 1955 — 1950
with THA,

It condaing photocopies of s Bondwriiten mission notes
ared feeas o ppviiber of photographs fronm his Tight feaiaing days,
S Kovea, and afterwards,

From April 27, 1952 November 13, 1932, 2 Lt Halcher
flew 85 pombat meissions in Korea, Unfess othereise nofed, all
comnbal missions took place over North Korea. It is inferesting
i mote that the consorship so comnron i Warld War {1 lesters
regarding places and units seemed much more relaved in
Lore,

Last Letter Wratten in the Staies

Saturday, 12 April[1952]

DearFolks,

This will be my last letter in the Sies, although 11
telephone wmght. Thisisaway of setiing down any st minuie
ilems. ete.

[drove upto Bennetl' s againyvesterday, o leave my Radio
& anotherbag of gear, and to get some stuff | needed. Now I'm
finally squared away . Eversthing I have out here is sioned there
in Bennten™s guesthouse. [Ed. Note: Lyle Hatcher Bennett. who
lived in the LA arca, was a sister of Jola's father. The oldest
sister, Lois Hatcher Simpson fived in Huntingion, PA],

I trust that by this time vou have received the ST00 in
money orders, the letterof credit and power of attomey , and the
insurance “dope”. [will mail the insurance policy today, if 1 can
get that letier stating that I'm paying double premiums by
allotment. [also made out analloiment of 100160 . H. Hatcher.
Ir. tobeused forsavings. You all will get the firsi one somefime
in June. A good way of saving. ch? Enough for the car (almost)
right there.

Iwill correspond toa limited degree withMiller Chevrolet

TLetters,” continued on Page 2
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